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'$Si2. 4ML 1. No technical difficulties exist rreventing the full-seale use of the

Berlin-Helmstedt rail 1ime. Produce is presently being hanled over

Se 0 4/ all the sections of the 1ime. A part of the remaining double~track
- stretch betweon !lapdebury and "elmetedt is boinm reduced to single

S 4 C_ track on orders of the VA, ]

2. There is no evidence of actual tampering with the suitches but there

is fully confirmed vroof that all Berlin bound froishts are routed
around the western sectors to enter the city only over a rail cross- K
ing from the US Zone direct to the Soviet Sector of Berlin. The oparsa~
tion requires wide rerouting of trains fron the south and the west X ]
the 3erlin Ring lies zouth of tho city boundaries. Trains from the
south to Libben run via Falltenburg. A cut off is rrojected on the line
12 kilometers north of Zossen to circumvent the tip of the Armoriecan
Sector and perrit entry via SehBnewside. Trains from the southwest
could then traverse a considerably shorter route via Uittenberg, Jitcr-
bog. The rerouting of freight trains has bean adnittedly out of fear
of Yestern confiscation of gocds in the trains as they pass throush the
western sectors. C 3 Construction of the line is a pos~
sible indication that the Soviets expact the st to hold out over s 25X1A
long period or count on long range four power occeupation of Berlin,)
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The German Adninistration of Soviet Zone Railways adnits that no
Masdeburg rail tridme has been out of servies recently.

% confirns the press reports which stated that the canal
ock at Gathenow i3 not under repair, Barges passed throupgh ag late

‘as 15 July 1948. The same report also states that froi-ht to Berlin

has been routed via Mahlow and Grfinau since 13 July. Only enpty trains

are using, the ‘annsee 1ing
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